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The second journey of Macarius Ibn az-Za“im
to Russia (1666-1668)

Carsten-Michael WALBINER

German Institut for Oriental Studies

It is generally known that Macarius Ibn az-Za‘im, the Greek-ortho-
dox Patriarch of Antioch from 1647 till 1672 undertook two journeys to
Russia. These journeys have to be seen as important steps in the devel-
opment of the relations between Russia and the Arab Orthodox Christians
of the East. While the first journey® is documented very well through the
detailed account by Paul of Aleppo”, the son of Macarius who accompa-
nied his father on all his travels, the information on the second one is
rather scanty.

In the different works written on Macarius in the (Arab) East and in
the West, the motives, circumstances and chronology of this second jour-
ney “to the countries of the [Orthodox fellow] Christians” (bilad al-
masthyin) are described insufficient and even mostly wrong.”” However,
Russian sources allow a thorough reconstruction of his travel and his stay
in Russia.

When Macarius departed from Aleppo in spring 1664, he did not not
his intend to travel to Moscow. Georgia was his destination.” In a manu-
script he wrote in Georgia, Macarius talks about the reasons for his jour-
ney: “First to honour our flock these Georgians, to relieve our conscience
from them and to lead them the right way; second because of the abun-
dance of debts that were [weighing] upon the See of Antioch ... So
Macarius came to Georgia to renew the historical relations between the
Churches of Antioch and Georgia” and to ask for alms. In both respects
he was very successful.

As Macarius mentions several times, his every thought and wish
was to return as soon as possible to his flock in Syria® and to get rid of
what he calls “the misery of being abroad”®. And for sure he would not
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have stayed far from his See for seven years if he would not have received
an invitation by the Russian Tsar.

On September the 25th 1664 - when Macarius was already in Georgia
- the Deacon Meletius had left Moscow with the order to convince the
patriarchs of Alexandria and Antioch to come to the Russian capital for an
important matter. The Tsar wanted to solve the problem of the disobedi-
ent Patriarch Nicon with the help of the patriarchs of the Oriental Sees.
But it seems that he did not mention the case of Nicon in his invitations.
Furthermore, He admonished the Metropolitan of Astrakhan who had to
welcome the Eastern guests on Russian earth to keep silence about the
reason for the invitation and to excuse his ignorance with the far distance
between Astrakhan and Moscow."”

Meletius' mission in Egypt was finally crowned with success. By the
means of endless requests and promises, he convinced Paisius, the
Patriarch of Alexandria, and Ananias, the Archbishop of Sinai, to follow
him to Russia.""”

In November the 30th 1665, Meletius reported in a letter to his mas-
ter, the Tsar, about his efforts to induce Macarius too to come with them
to Moscow."” He says that he together with Paisius, Ananias and some
other clerics travelled by ship from Egypt to Tripolis and from there by
land to Damascus, where they hoped to meet Macarius. But they had to
learn from his deputy that the Patriarch was in Georgia. So Meletius and
his companions travelled on. On October the 1st 1665 they reached Tiflis,
the capital of the East-Georgian kingdom of Kartli. Here they were
informed that Macarius was in Imereti, a ten-day journey away. Meletius
wanted to travel there personally but then the ruler of Kartli, Shah
Navaskhan, sent an express messenger who should invite Macarius in the
names of Paisius, the Patriarch of Alexandria, and Domentius, the
Catholicos of Eastern Georgia, to Tiflis. Macarius said that he would
come after twenty days."” But he did not come and so a second messen-
ger was sent out. Again Macarius promised to come and did fail to do so.
A third messenger finally met him on the border and presented to him an
invitation by the Tsar. After ten days Macarius answered that he could not
come because he had collected so much wealth and not know whom to
trust with it. When Paisius heard about that, he refused to go on. At urgent
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requests by Meletius and because of the promise of Macarius to follow
after Easter day, he changed his mind and travelled with Meletius to
Shemakha, where they went into winter quarters. Meletius who had seem-
ingly some doubts about Macarius' promise wrote the Tsar that he wants
to go another time to Tiflis to get “a truthful answer of the Antiochian”.
And with a little resignation he adds: “I rely on God that the Antiochian
will be there [...]”."

It is not known if Macarius and Meletius met. Macarius came as late
as 1665 to Tiflis as we learn from a colophon."? Paisius Ligarides, who
dedicated in his history of the Moscow Synod of 1666 a seperate chapter
to the journey of Macarius and Paisius to Moscow"?, reports that
Macarius left Tiflis on the 4th of April 1666 and arrived in Shemakha on
April the 15th, Easter Sunday"”.

Macarius met Paisius in Shemakha, where both then were waiting
together for an imperial vessel from Astrakhan. First an envoy of the tsar
arrived with greetings and presents from the Tsarl8. Then, when the com-
ing of the ship was announced both patriarchs roved with their attendants
to the shore of the Caspian Sea. As soon as the wind was fair, they sailed
northwards. The ship was overloaded and uncomfortable. But half way to
Astrakhan they met a second ship sent by the Tsar and some of the atten-
dants changed the ships. So the patriarchs could continue their travel well
provided and under much more convenient conditions. But when the wind
calmed down, drinking water was running low. While going ashore, the
Russian sailors had to skirmish with a band of Kumykes eager for booty
who were in control of the coast. As we learn from a colophon of
Macarius in his kitb an-na(Ela (“the book of the bee”), on which he was
obviously working during the passage, on the 6th of June 7174 AM.
(1666 A.D.) the company was “in the Persian [i.e. the Caspian] Sea oppo-
site the city Bab al-Hadid [Derbent], which was built by Alexander the
Macedonian”."”

On June the 16th 1666 the ships arrived to the mouth of the Volga,
where the travellers rested for a while to recover from the strains and fears
of the sea crossing.””

Again by ship they continued their way to Astrakahn, where they
arrived on June the 21st 1666. The patriarchs were given a magnificant
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reception by the Archbishop, the voivode and the inhabitants of the
town.?

By order of the Tsar, all needed preparations were made for the acco-
modation of the high Guests in Astrakhan and their further travel to
Moscow. On July the 7th the patriarchs set out. The farewell given to them
was as splendid as the reception had been. First they travelled by ship on
the Volga upstream.”” Another colophon by Macarius in the above men-
tioned Kitab an-Naila informs us that the company was on the 24th of July
7174 AM. (1666 A.D.) “amidst the gigantic river Volga”.” The heavy
countercurrent and often ceasing winds slowed down the travel to an
extent that the patriarchs decided to continue on land. So they left on
September the 16th 1666 their ships in Simbirsk. The luggage was also
unloaded and for the further transport 400 wagons were needed. On
September the 25th the company then left Simbirsk.

“... and thence by land they travelled forty days' journey: and where-
as the roads were difficult to pass, and very wet and miry, they were lev-
elled and made good by the emperor's command, and furnished with new
bridges; so that the roads were found level, and the streets making a good
appearance everywhere.”®"

But the care of the Tsar did not only aim to make ways and roads
passable. Constantly the patriarchs were met by imperial envoys with pre-
sents and greetings from the Tsar. His messengers were also responsible
for a smooth course of the travel and the well-being of his high-ranking
guests from the East.

On the 2nd of November 1666 Macarius and Paisius made their entry
in Moscow, the capital of the Russian empire. They were welcomed by the
clerics and the people with the utmost respect and reverence. Two days
later the tsar received his widely travelled guests in audience. On this
occasion they were informed about the reason for their coming, i.e. to pre-
side over a synod in order to judge upon the Russian Patriarch Nikon.®
The following weeks were spent with festivities and ceremonies but also
with some discussions on Nicon and his deeds.

At the beginning of December 1666 the “Great Council of
Moscow” started. Under the presidency of both the Eastern Patriarchs
Macarius of Antioch and Paisius of Alexandria, an assembly of Russian
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and Greek clerices condemned Nicon for his crimes. He was deposed and
exiled.?® Without discussing the case of Nicon here in detail, one has to
mention that out of several reasons the council was unlawful.*” It is, for
example, a fact that Macarius and Paisius pretended before the Council to
have an authorization from the patriarchs of Constantinopie and Jerusalem
to act in Moscow as representatives of the Eastern patriarchs which they
got before their coming to Russia. But this is not the truth. Not before the
18th of December 1666 and the 14th of January 1667 respectively, both
the patriarchs informed their colleagues about their coming to Moscow
and the things that had happened there. In a very apologetic tone, they try
to justify their behaviour afterwards.” In the letter to Parthenius, the
Patriarch of Constantinople, Paisius and Macarius argue as follows:

“... that the most illustrous and divinely-crowned Tsar, wrote to us not
once but twice, as we have learned that he wrote also to the other most
holy Eastern chairs; and farther that he also sent a confidential messenger
on that same account, desiring us to come and judge a certain ecclesiasti-
cal cause of his, which was pending in his orthodox empire, assuring us
farther that there would be sent from your eminent holiness some one to
represent the person of your patriarchate.”®

Then it is said:

“Moreover, we had previously been assured that the most blessed
Patriarch of Jerusalem had been advanced on his journey so that he also
might be personally present in the sacred synod to be held at Moscow. For
this cause, we two patriarchs, that we might not seem to be at variance
with so great a patriarchal unity, and that we might not seem to be dis-
obedient to so urgent and so very reasonable a bidding of the Tsar, went
forth. We made a laborious journey, going through frozen regions and over
inaccessible mountains, looking only to one end, viz. that of maintaining
our ancestral faith and true justice. And all these hardships we accounted
as nothing, though we were burdened with years and very unfit for a long
journey. We went forth then. But when we had arrived at the aforesaid city
of Moscow, we did not find there the presence [nor a representative] of
your brotherly charity, as we had expected, and as had been promised us.
And on that account we were much and heartily distressed to find our-
selves frustrated of our hope, and destitute of that good fellowship. We
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proceeded to another consideration following the proverb “what is done
cannot be undone”, and we began to examine that ecclesiastical cause,
which had also been already carefully sifted and judged by a local synod.
We found the ex-Patriarch Nicon to be on very many counts a debtor, i.e.
subject to punishment by the canons and guilty ...”"

In addition, the Tsar tried to awaken the understanding of the
Patriarch of Constantinople for the behaviour of Macarius and Paisius. In
a letter written around the spring of 1667 A.D. he says:

*... the oecumenical Patriarchs Paisius of Alexandria and Macarius of
Antioch, being pressed and overborne by temporary difficulties to the
occurence of which the common nature of man is liable, had found it nec-
essary to undertake a journey to different countries and cities in quest of
alms, and for the making up of what was lacking; for great is the sharp-
ness of want, and it makes even them that are very wise to be beggars. And
while those most honourable pontiffs thy brethren were travelling to col-
lect alms, there reached our imperial ears a report of this travelling of such
holy and honourable men, especially when they visited places in countries
nearly adjacent to our imperial dominions. And hereupon, as their most
honourable entire beatitudes were travelling near the dominions of our
imperial majesty in other countries for the collection of alms, we sent to
them our imperial letters, as to leaders of our holy faith who were dear to
us, being moved hereto by the fervour of holy orthodoxy, that, as they
were visiting such distant places, those men holding such exalted chairs,
would also for the collection of what they needed come to our dominions.
And they, as fulfillers of the sacred commands, did not neglect our pro-
posal, but came to the capital city of Moscow, the seat of our empire, for
the sake of the above-mentioned alms ...”""

Only after this long-winded introduction the Tsar mentions the case
of Nicon:

“But by the divine decree of the most high Lord and Ruler of the uni-
verse, at the time of their coming, and during their present stay in our
empire, certain grave matters have occured in the holy Russian Church.
These matters needed the common counsel and judgement of two such
most honourable and most blessed pontiffs thy brethren. And this counsel
and judgment in truth their divinely-inspired lips supplied to us.”*”
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Finally the Tsar mentions the problems that occured for Macarius and
Paisius because of their travel to Moscow:

“But our imperial ears have been pained by certain rumours that,
instead of the above-mentioned thy most honourable brethren, so highly
worthy of their pontifical chairs, two others have - who knows by whom -
been appointed patriarchs.”*

Then the Tsar implored Parthenius to “extend to the above mentioned
most holy pontiffs thy brethren [...] the hand of brotherhood, the hand of
help” so that they “may regain their epsicopal places™*", not knowing that
this would be robbing Peter to pay Paul as Parthenius was responsible for
the deposal of his colleagues.

What the Tsar did conceal were the long term preparations for the
judgement of Nicon just as the great efforts which had to be made to bring
the patriarchs to Moscow.

These letters were not written in vain. The patriarchs of Constantinople
and Jerusalem did not disapprove the acting of Macarius and Paisius, but
recognized the acts of the Moscow Council afterwards. A letter from
Methodius, the successor to Parthenius as Patriarch of Constantinople, is
kept in the library of the Holy Synod in Moscow in which he congratulates
Joasaph II for his elevation to the patriarchal rank after the deposal of
Nicon.”” But it should be remembered that both the predecessors of
Methodius, Dionysius (1662-1665) and Parthenius (1665-1667) refused to
come to Moscow and take part in the judgement over Nicon.

It seems that the Tsar made the subsequent recognition of the deci-
sions of the Moscow Council easier for the patriarchs of Constantinople
and Jerusalem by sending them a little stimulus of 300 (Constantinople)
and 200 (Jerusalem) roubles.®®

With the deposal of Nicon the wish of the Tsar was fulfilled and
Macarius and Paisius could expect rich reward. Certainly material matters
had played an important role when both the patriarchs decided to come to
Moscow. So the Russian historian Kapterev considers financial interests
as the main motive for their travel to Moscow.”” As they neither had the
permission of the Ottoman authorities to leave nor the consent of their col-
leagues in Constantinople and Jersualem to preside over a council, both
took a considerable risk by travelling to Moscow. For sure they knew what
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had happened to Parthenius II of Constantinople. In 1651 he was accused
of having secretly communicated with Moscow, for what he was deposed
and then hanged, his body thrown into the sea.”® And only some years
later (1657) another patriarch of Constantinople suffered the same fate
because he had predicted in a letter written to the ruler of Valachia the
soon coming end of Islam.”” So it is reasonable when Kapterev argues
that the patriarchs mainly dared to travel to Moscow because they expect-
ed rich alms, which were promised to them by Meletius, the special envoy
of the Tsar.“” Indeed the visitors from the East were showered with pre-
sents in Russia. The Tsar alone presented each patriarch 2000 roubles as
personal gifts and Macarius received at his departure another 6000 roubles
from him for the necessities of the patriarchate.“” Kapterev estimates that
the patriarchs got presents from different sides which equalled a value of
200.000 roubles in the standard of 1912.“»

But the patriarchs were also able to open to themselves other sources
of income. We learn from Kapterev that to the retinues of Macarius and
Paisius belonged also some Greek merchants who were officially referred
to as relatives or servants. So they could import their goods duty-free. This
would explain why the patriarchs were in need of 400 waggons for the
transport of their effects to Moscow. And it is quite reasonable to think
that the patriarchs were given a share in the profits.“?

Even though we have no direct proof for the last assumptions it is a
fact that the patriarchs advocated in Moscow for the interests of the Greek
merchants and gained from the Tsar a 50% reduction of duties for them.“*
And about Macarius one can say that he himself became an active mer-
chant. He sent some envoys to Poland to Constatin, the former ruler of
Moldavia, and with them some goods which they should sell there.“” So
whatever else happened financially, the travel to Moscow became a suc-
cess for Macarius and Paisius.

On February the 10th, Joasaph II was elected Patriarch of Russia.
Another council assembled to deal with the heresy of the Old Believers
(raskolniki) and to work out a general doctrine of faith that should be
made law for all the Orthodox in Russia.“” Macarius and Paisius took
also, part in this council, the acts of which they signed with the other par-
ticipants on May the 13th 1667.“” In explanation of the decisions of the
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council both wrote together a statement on how to make the sign of the
cross and the fundamentals of the orthodox belief. In additional Nrules
and decrees”, they interdicted some false doctrines which were in use in
Russia, and they approved again Nicon's changes in the service books and
some of his writings.“”

With that the mission of both the Eastern patriarchs was fulfilled. But
they had to stay for a longer time in Russia. Macarius did not depart
before June 1668 and Paisius did even stay till July 1669.“” The reason for
this delay of their departure was that both were deposed by the Ottoman
authorities because of their unpermitted travel to Moscow and their long
absence from their sees.

Soon after the arrival of the patriarchs in Moscow such rumours were
spreading. And so Nicon said in one of the hearings before the synod™”:
“I heard [...] from some Greeks that there are now other patriarchs in the
chairs of Antioch and Alexandria. I would ask the tsar to order testimony
to be given [on this point]: let the patriarchs set the gospel before them.”
The patriarchs answered: “We are true patriarchs; we have not been
deposed, nor have we renounced our chairs. It may be that the Turks have
done something in our absence. But if any one has dared to invade our
chairs unlawfully, by compulsion of the Sultan, such an intruder is not a
patriarch: he is an adulterer.”"

Immediately the Tsar wrote letters to the Sultan and to Parthenius IV,
the Patriarch of Constantinople, in which he plead - in the case that the
rumours should be true - for the reinstatement of Macarius and Paisius in
their offices.”” But these letters were never sent off. It seems that the
authorities in Moscow preferred to wait for more reliable information. In
the middle of 1667 it was clear that the rumours were true. By an order of
the Tsar from the 30th of June on July the 12th two special messengers,
Athanasius Wakhrameyev and Ivan Nestorov, left Moscow for Istanbul.
They carried with them a petition from the Tsar to the Sultan in which he
asks for the reinstatement of both the deposed patriarchs.®” The messen-
gers arrived in Istanbul on November the 10th 1667. But the Sultan was not
there; he stayed in Philippoli. Both Russians made further inquiries and
were soon able to report to Moscow that Macarius and Paisius had been
deposed at the instigation of Parthenius, the Patriarch of Constantinople. A
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certain Joachim had meanwhile bought with “big gifts” the rank of the
Patriarch of Alexandria while the see of Antioch was still vacant.®”

But the creator of this intrigue, Parthenius, soon fell into disgrace
with the Sultan and was exiled. By order of the Sultan a synod of Greek
clerics made at the 13th of November 1667 Methodius III (1667-1671)
new Patriarch of Constantinople.””

On December the 22nd 1667 the Russian messengers got an invita-
tion to Adrianople, where the Sultan meanwhile stayed. They arrived there
on January the 7th 1668 and on the 14th they were received by the Sultan.
Five days later they met with the Kaimakan in the presence of a Mufti.
This Mufti explained to them that the deposal of the patriarchs was law-
ful because they left their sees for Moscow without prior permission from
the Sultan.”*”

But considering the imploring requests of the Tsar, the sultan ordered
to reinstall Macarius and Paisius in their offices. On April the 15th an
appropriate document was given to the messengers. Concerning Macarius,
it was said that his deputy should run the affairs of the patriarchate till his
arrival in Damascus.””

So finally the affair had come through the intensive efforts of the Tsar
to a good end for Macarius and Paisius.

As soon as the news of his reinstallment reached Moscow Macarius
departed. On the 10th of June Macarius and the Tsar met for the last time.
Alexej Mikhailovitch presented to the patriarch a splendid picture of the
Mother of God which should protect him on his way home. Then he
accompanied his dear guest, together with the patriarchs Joasaph and
Paisius, to his vessel and even travelled for a while with him down the
river before they definitely departed.

Macarius travelled again with a suite of more than 20 persons in addi-
tion to some confidents of the Tsar. They accompaned Macarius till
Astrakhan and were responsible for a good course of the journey on
Russian territories.”® On August the 10th 1668 Macarius entered
Astrakhan. Before he left the city on September the 3rd he received some
presents from the Russian Patriarch. Macarius thanked him in a letter
which he wrote on September the 9th while being on the way from
Astrakhan to the Caspian Sea.””
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We know about Macarius' long journey home and the heavy blows of
fortune he had to endure from some letters he wrote to Moscow.”” He
finally arrived in Damascus around February or March 1670. On August
the 30th of the same year Macarius wrote a letter to the Patriarch of Russia
in which he related the sad adventures of his travel home including the
loss of all his money and all the presents he received in Moscow.“" So he
implored the Patriarch and the Tsar for help. The letter was sent with
Nectarius, the Metropolite of Tyros and Sidon, to Moscow.*” He arrived
there after ten month of travel in May 1671. The Tsar responded well to
Macarius' request and presented sable skins worth 700 roubles and 300
gold ducats to Nectarius.“” But in an accompanying letter he made clear
that he has also other obligations like the payment of his army or the ran-
som of prisoners.*”

This was the last reported contact between Macarius and the Russian
authorities before his death on the 12th of June in the year 7180 of the
(creation of the) world (1672 A.D.).

In conclusion, it is evident that for the second journey of Macarius
and the time he spent in Russia, Russian sources are very important.
Without them a reconstruction of these years in the life of Macarius would
not be possible, because Macarius himself does not tell much about his
stay in Moscow. In the kitab an-nahla, he informs the reader only casual-
ly about the synod, and he gives a short description of the heresy of the
Old Believers. Macarius finished in Russia the translation of a “History of
the seven oecumenical councils” and there he lists the episcopal sees of
the Russian patriarchate.® And Paul who described the first journey of his
father in detail did not set about writing a second riila. Palmer thinks that
he had good reasons for that as a detailed description of what happened in
Moscow would have forced Paul to assume a firm attitude towards the
case of Nicon. This could have led easily to some contradictions between
what was written in the riila on Russia, Nicon and the Tsar and the things
that happened during the synod of 1666. “So the less that was said about
the second journey the better ...

There is no doubt that the journey of Macarius was a politically sig-
nificant event. It has to be seen as a step of great importance in the rela-
tions between Russia and the Orthodox of the East. So it is no wonder that
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a detailed description of Macarius' travels to Russia was inserted in a
“Memoir of the Patriarchate of Antioch [...] translated from a Russian
pamphlet, which was printed in Moscow in 1845, with a view to enlist the
sympathies of the Orthodox of Russia in the Mission of Neophytus
Metropolitan of Heliopolis and Mount Lebanon, who had come to that
country [Russia] with a commission from the Patriarch to collect alms for
his impoverished church”.®”

But till today the memory of Macarius' journeys is alive in dealing
with the history of the Orthodox church and Orthodox spirituality.®

And it should also not be forgotten that the positive experiences of
Macarius in Russia led to his final refutation of Roman Catholicism for
which he had shown some sympathies before his travel to Moscow.®

AR
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The Post-Byzantine Area:
AMIDST Spiritual and Geopolitical Rivalry
at the Brink of the XXI Century
Natalia A. NAROTCHINTSKAIA, PhD.

Institute of World Economics and International Relations
Russian Academy of Science

Located at the junction of world civilizations on the global island of
the Eurasian continent, Russia has fulfilled a unique geopolitical mission
during the centuries in being the bearer of global balance between the
Christian and non-Christian worlds. Today both the Middle East Arab
nations and Russia are subject to geopolitical pressure. Both are trying to
retain their cultural identity amidst unprecedented pressures of the cos-
mopolitan materialistic liberal idea of one world on the basis "of univer-
sal human values".

The promotion of one's own system of values, the spiritual conquest
of the world on the basis of a certain vision of ultimate ends of the world's
history has always been the main non-material driving force of history.
The destruction of equilibrium generates impulses for expansionism. Such
tendencies program world processes and the direction of entire historical
eras for centuries at times. It is a purely materialestic philosophy that can
induce someone to believe that the world -our Lord's creation- moves
towards one civilization model. The concept of civilization has much
more religious and ethical dimensions than technological ones. There are
still ever-standing geopolitical realities veiled only for the naive by the
biased interpretation of "universal human values"”.

Damascus and Bagdad have been rivals ever since the days of
Umayyads and Abbasids, and if brothers -poets singing humanism- were
to come to power there, nothing would change but the rhetoric. Seoul
fears Tokyo while Warsaw, torn between its Slavism and Latinism, easily
intrigues against Russia to which it is bound to seek protection against the
Teutonic spirit.
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The Global Balance

It is not every historical calamity that gives impetus to cultural dise-
quilibrium. Historical Russia, the bearer of Orthodox thought throughout
history, has been the centuries-old custodian of the balance between East
and West, being none of them. Thus, it was not World War II but the
destruction of the historical Russian state half a century later, and the self-
denial of its geopolitical mission that instantly created the most serious
impulses in the global balance, arousing many forces. This level of shock
is related to more profound and long-lasting processes resulting from the
world's characteristic of multiple civilizations and the nature of govern-
ments and their allies.

Too many in the West, and ironically not in the East, tend to use now
the same Marxist and Leninist cliches about "Russian imperialism" the
Bolsheviks once introduced. But it is difficult to say what the world would
be like had not Russia developed Siberia and the Far East, preventing
them from becoming easy booty for China and Japan. What would have
become of Europe, seeing that the Turks once had reached the outskirts of
Vienna, had not Russia developed into a strong Black Sea power? But
Anglo-French Europe, described by Alexander Pushkin as ungrateful and
ignorant of Russia, tried to force Russia back by the terms of the Treaty
of Paris (1856). When Russia managed to "s'etre recoeuilli" (as Prince
Gortchakoff put it) and to regain its Black Sea status, the shortsighted
Europe paid for the humiliation of Russia with the emergance of a new
European force -a Germany united under the aegis of Prussia.

The transformation of Russ into the Russian Empire, to which
European criteria hardly apply, was not determined by establishing its
sovereignty over many peoples. Unlike West European countries, Russ
had been developing from the outset as a multiethnic and tolerant state. Its
growth up to imperial quality was a response to a historical challenge, for
it was surrounded not by states but by different civilizations represented
by the Qin dynasty in China, the Ottoman Empire and the imperial spirit
of a "Latin", or non-Orthodox, Europe invariably hostile to Russia's dis-
tinctiveness. (Let us recall such historical phenomena as the century long
geopolitical and ideological "Drang nach Osten" of the Gabsburg Empire,
the crusades of the Vatican and the expansion of Rzeczpospolita). By
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smoothly combining Europe and Asia in itself through a tolerant Orthodox
core, Russia eased their historical confrontation. The balance found by it
turned out to be a factor of global significance.

The Religious and Philosophical Foundations of World History

A panoramic view of the world's history evokes us to note that any
major disequilibrium of forces has a much deeper origin than a mere inter-
governmental rivalry and that "universal life is an area of great struggle,
where the destiny of mankind is being ruled out, in particular not only
what human beings themselves want to be and wish for themselves, but
also, what is made the universal end of life by the Supreme Forces of
"universalistic” being, that very end for which humans were given their
specific and not any other nature and capabilities". The true incentives for
human history are unveiled only through a recognition of the fact that any
state strategy, any foreign policy or socio-economic doctrine has a philo-
sophical foundation underneath and reflects a certain perception of one's
own place and role in the world history. At this very juncture there is
enough evidence to grasp the essence of the universal projects of the 20th
century, which reveal, in the light of Christian values, their purely
antichristian nature. To understand this, one has to reject not only the
Marxist formation theory but also the western liberal interpretation of
development to a common standard on the basis of universal human val-
ues. It is high time to dismiss a widely spread philosophical misconcep-
tion that western liberalism is an antipode to Marxism. From a Christian
point of view, they both are nothing but cousins, two branches of ratio-
nalist western philosophy.

Another misconception to be reviewed is the interpretation of the
world politics of the 20th century as a stuggle of the liberal West with
communist USSR.This shallow barren cliche is widely used to cover up
the true intrigue around Russia at the time of revolution, to masque the real
reason of the Cold War after Yalta and Postsdam,which restored the geopo-
litical area of the Russian Empire, and to conceal the present fight for
postcommunist Russia. The cliche is being imposed to reject any continu-
ity of Russian history in the USSR in the 20th century. It is used to cover
up something that is rooted so far in the past: that is the deep resentment
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by the West of Orthodox Christian Russia in two of its capacities: as the
bearer of the Byzantine heritage, being at the same time a geopolitical
entity equal to the whole of the consolidated West but with a distinc-
tive spiritual and philosophical search for universal ends of history.

The universal dilemma, "Russia and the West," can be seen only
through the Christian perception of universal history mainly through the
Christian eschatology i.e. the teaching of the End of the World. The end
of the world is inevitable due to the sinful nature of man who from the
very beginning has misused his freedom, regained the ultitnate Truth from
the Son of God but started a new apostasy - departure from the Truth.
Man's departure from the truth will lead to the Kingdom of Antichrist,
which will ultimately be destroyed by Christ Himself at the time of His
Second Coming. And Saint Paul the Apostle pointed to the condition of
the Antichrist's rule -"the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only
he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way" (2
Thes.2.7.). This teaching, together with the Revelation of Saint John and
the Book of the Prophet, gave birth in the Christian thought of the first
millenium to the concept of Rome as a metaphysical world, destined to
retain the Truth and different perceptions of human providential role. In
the West this concept has taken a very viable geopolitical shape as early
as the beginning of the second Millenium in the doctrine of - the Holy
Roman Empire of the German Nation -la Saint’ Empire.

The Renaissance as "progress" certainly brought Western thinking
even more to materialistic terms through which all mysticism over the
essence of its universal claims was unveiled. Those who are conditioned
to admire the giants of Westeuropean Renaissance as representative of
universal devolpment would be surprised to hear that F.Petrarca in his
letter to the Doge and the Council of Genoa commended a riot of destruc-
tion and plundering of Bizantium performed by the Genovese pirates -
merchants, paying tribute to them for their robbing of the "cunning and
low-spirited Greek weaklings". Petrarka also suggested the speedy eradi-
cation of their "shameful empire and the whole of their nest of heresy"
through a revenge that the Catholic world was already too late with. Three
centuries later J. G. Herder, mentioning the detestable Byzantine history,
wrote of the Symphony of Powers as a doubleheaded monster. Hegel, in
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his philosophy of History, granted only to the West the right of creation on
the basis of a subjective conscience, not finding other nations of universal
historic influence.

Russia tended to perceive the One who restrains as the King and a
Kingdom based on the Hierarchy following the Holy Example of Our
Lord in Heaven. That produced the mystic ideal of Holy Russia, the
Invisible City of Kitezh, invincible for the Antichrist, and the concept of
Russian Czardom. Three centuries after the crusade the prophecy of
"Moscow - Rome III" was sent to Prince Vassily III by Pskovian monk
Philothei. Contrary to the Westeuropean humanists, he was still using
eschatological paradigms and warned the Czar from any earthly tempta-
tion to compromise the true Faith, emphasizing the special responsibility
of Russia for the true Faith after the fall of Constantinople.

While attributing more and more importance to the outer tangible
aspects of freedom - one of the most important and precious but delicate
categories of Christian perception of the individual - liberal philosophy
gradually neglected the methaphysical criteria of inner freedom, and the
features inevitably were losing the quest for the spiritual hights and ideas
that were still inherent in early humanism. Liberal thinking was gradual-
ly betraying some third-estate libertarianism - the creature of the
Reformation and the usurer himself, the latter becoming the graft domi-
nating in the hibrid.

While emptying his own soul, the individual was idolizing his earth-
ly nature. The idea of human likeness in relation to God was distorted to
equality. The most admired character of the Renaissance and Enlighten-
ment, the legendary Prometeus, is challenging God (the theme is bril-
liantly perfected by J.W. Goethe). But the focus on outer freedom
inevitably emphasized and romanticised the material tangible needs of an
individual, while inducing gradually a skepticism of the highest values -
religion, national, Honour, love, sacrifice, all of which became relative,
coming closer and closer to the relativism of Good and evil- what
Dostoyevsky called the loss of responibility for the destiny of the world.
The alienation -becoming a subject for Western philosophy- resulted
when the postrenaissance individual lost the methaphysical links of his
divine soul. Christian philosophy, contrary to the rationalistic one, dwells
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on the problem of pan-unity, which, after F.Schelling, moved irreversibly
and not without reason to Russian philosophy represented by the philoso-
phers S. Frank, P. Florensky, A. Lossev, S. Bulgakov and S. Trubtskoy.

The world is in no way homogeneous or even united. By itself, with-
out being forced, aggressive destruction of God-given diversity, the world
is not at all moving to one "communist” or "democratic" form, as main-
tained by both branches of rationalist formative points of view," Marxist
and liberal -being just two versions of the idea of the Human Kingdom.
Despite the unity of technological development, at the foundation of civ-
ilization are two main perceptions -the idea of Personal God Creator and
of a concept of selfbeing nature. These concepts determine different par-
adigms for the perception of man and his relation to God, to fellow man
and society, to nature, and to the universe. In response to these questions,
people created systems of ethics based on the True or the imaginary
Revelation: Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, the pantheistic
world. Christianity has followed two different courses, Orthodox and
"Latin".

Civilizations have generated special concepts of honour and duty
before God and people, given various substances to categories of freedom
and rights, and developed their own code of ethics for interaction
between men and women, parents and their children, and their own inter-
pretation of the nature of Power and the State. All of this leads to various
systems of law (legal state where positive law dominates with the tenden-
cy to the Anglosaxon concept -what is not prohibited- is allowed, and nat-
ural law with the concept of the identity of sin and crime, founded on reli-
gious canons), or moral foundations for economic activity and motivation
to work, attain wealth, and develop national and state concepts and insti-
tutions. The Orthodox Russia has hardly been part of the West European
civilization, which rests on Cartesian rationalist philosophy, the ideologi-
cal stock-in-trade of the French Revolution (laissez passer - laissez faire)
and the Protestant ethic of incentives for labour and the attitude to wealth.
Orthodoxy explicitly rejects usury- the foundation of the West European
type of market economy as a sin. Whereas Hegelian philosophy was a
product of West European thinking, Dostoevesky's ethics, which shook
the world, was and could not but be a product of Orthodox consciousness
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with its primacy of moral over rational and political categories. The sort
of estrangement between the West and Russia as historical subjects has
always much less to do with the so called Russian Imperialism (the term
introduced by K. Marx) than with the different interpretations and imple-
mentations in the national state, culture and tradition of the core Christian
dilemmas -the test with the bread and power and the Commandments for
the blessed. That determined the rivalry between Apostasic and
Orthodox foundations in the Christian world, which has become divid-
ed since the 18th century.

The 20th century promoters of liberalism declared the absolute sov-
ereignty of views and inclinations in the life of a human individual no
matter how specific it was (F. von Heyek). That statement is an obvious
departure from the basic Christian notion of the inherent sinfulness of
human nature surmountable solely through continuous and conscious
spiritual effort, enabling the Old Adam to become a New Adam. That
effort compromises first and foremost a voluntary conquest of one's own
pride - "Blessed are the poor in spirit..."(Mat.5.3).

A positivist contemplater would be sceptical about the fact that such
a world was predicted. The idea of "one world,"” while infringing upon the
God-conceived diverse world, where the path to Truth is built by its own,
and not a foreign spiritual experience, is destroying all civilizations -these
human experiences of "nations who received the Gifts of the Holy Spirit
and embodied Them in their own creative acts of history"- in a disastrous
state of solution on an atheistic foundation of cultures, nations, and states.
And according to Revelation it is exactly from that chaos that the prince
of darkness will rise. The credo of the 21th century liberal is to stay or
rise above all relative values and "pieces of truth" that is the comfortably
furnished non-alignment with the ultimate fight between good and evil. It
is nothing but the lukewarmth identified in the Revelation as one of the
features of the Kingdom of the beast: "'I know your deeds: you are nei-
ther cold nor hot; Would that you were cold or hot! So, because you are
lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth."
(Rev.3.15-16)

If we want to come closer to the deeper origins of the global, politi-
cal, and cultural efforts of the major driving forces of history, one must
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realize that all of the specific rivalries between states in one way or anoth-
er have a philosophical underlying motive.

The historical Russia and the Orthodox world of the East, the bearer
of Byzantine spiritual heritage, are beheld by the self-centered West with
estrangement and jealousy. That Post-Byzantine zone has never been part
of the West European civilization that rests on the Cartesian rationalist
philosophy, the ideological stock-in-trade of the French Revolution and
the Protestant ethic of incentives for labour and the attitude to wealth.
Russia has the potential to regain its soul and might - thus restoring its
role (so much feared by Europe) as a geopolitical entity equal to the
Whole of the cosolidated West but with a distinctive spiritual and
philosophical search for universal ends of historical being. For other
spiritual motive forces and subjects of global development, the
decline of Russia and the Russian people -a power and a nation which
occupies one sixth of the planet- is a unique historical opportunity to
draw a colossal potential into their sphere of influence in order to
meet their own goals in world history. Eloquent testimony to this is the
blunt rivalry which is being waged by geopolitical forces for spiritual as
well as quite feasible control over Russia and its historical allies and for
the entire "Byzantine legacy," embodied by the contemporary Orthodox
world with its concrete military strategic dimensions.

ISLAM. Global Islam is now on an unusual rise. Its centers have
continuously developed and have accumulated spiritual and intellectual
potential to respond to the problems of existence in the 21st century. Its
demograhic and financial potential has grown in colossal proportions and
is represented now by the oil giants of the Middle East. The global pur-
poses of these forces are formed along two lines. In many Islamic states
there has been a liberalization of consciousness in a western format dur-
ing the post-war rivalry for the third world.

Similiar to the Russians and unlike the Europeans, the Arabs pro-
duced, on the basis of Authentic Islam, a non ethnocentric civilization.
However, the so called "Demo-Islam’s", rooted most evidently represent-
ed by Turkey, percieved the western values in combination with a western
type nationalistic, imperial Turanian ideology. Conversely, in countries,
rooted by their historical spiritual tradition, a liberal rationalist social doc-
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trine has gone bankrupt and brought to surface radical fundamentalist
forces. Islam with a strong anti-western and also sometimes anti-
American accent is evident in Iran, Afghanistan, Algeria and in part of the
Tajik Wahabist opposition.

There is much talk in the West on the rivalry between the Christian
and Islamic worlds. But has it to do with Islam when we see the
Anglosaxon-Israeli-Turkish axis pressuring the Moslem and Christian
Arabs? Turkey, usually described as pursuing an "Atlanticist line," and
obviously seeking a role of regional superpower, betrays also impatience
regarding the Sunnite Central Asia. It appears also that the idea of a
"Greater Turan" was merely dormant while there were no conditions for
revival. May be it is hard to be enchanted by some grotesqueries in the
regimes of Libya and Iraq. But it is unpardonnable for a professionl ana-
lyst to overlook the fact that the disappearance of the traditional Russian
counterweight is merely spurring the ways of those "exponents of the
Asian spirit" trying its own in an original manner against the growing
pressure of the now omnipresent West, which takes all the chances to
establish its own Ordnung.

What kind of global interests lay at the foundation of the battle
between "liberalism” and Islam that has suddenly appeared and is reiter-
ated in the West and in the East? Why all of a sudden has this rivalry inten-
sified and what has suddenly become its new objective? It is obvious: an
impetus for this rivalry was the destruction of historical Russia, and the
object of the fight is nothing other than Russia itself with its legacy, from
its historical territory to its spheres of influence and the whole of the Post-
Bizantine area. The surge toward expansionism of some is measured for
the most part by the provoking vacuum of spiritual, historical, and politi-
cal wills of others. For other subjects of history, as it is for the liberal West
and for Turkey, there is a unique historical chance to gain possession of
the colossal potential for the future spurt through spiritual and other kinds
of control over the strategic territories of large masses of people in the sit-
uation of global disequilibrium in the zones of the former Russian Empire
and in the Middle Eastern part of post Byzantine - at the crossroads of the
World civilizations where traditionally ethnic and religious balance was of
crucial importance.
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The Russians as well as the Orthodox Christians are being subjected
to a constant pressure by the cosmopolitan liberal rationalist plan for the
development of the world. The main acting forces in this pursuit appear to
be the Anglo-Saxon interests represented now mainly by the USA, which
is the main bearer of the liberal idea.

Orthodox Christianity and Liberalism

From a historical and philosophical point of view, obvious to those
familiar with religious philosophy, a characteristic feature of American
ideology is messianism based on the providentialism of the puritans -a
branch of protestantism which, by its type of consciousness, is most cvi-
dent as a departure from the New Testament to the Old Testament. That
was pointed out by A. Toynbee. Another prominent Western philosopher
and sociolgist, M. Weber, analysed the true and the imaginary similarities
between Anglosaxon, namely American, Puritanism and Judaism. M.
Weber concluded that Puritanism was the essence of Protestantism having
certainly the Old Testament as its inspiration. He also stated that it was not
the Judaistic tradition that determined the role of the Puritans in the eco-
nomical ethics and their ability to absorb a lot of proselytes. While stating
one of the central features of Puritan philosophy - a methodically ratio-
nalized fulfillment of its messianic predestination -he asserted that a true
Calvinist was much more selfassured in his chosenness than a devout and
God-obeying Old Testament Jew. Well, that is true -it is certainly not Iov,
the eversuffering with his greatness in selfrejection in "dust and ashes'
(Iov. 42.5), who inspired a true Yankee. Weber also argued that Puritanism
was the driving force of the Western society and economy.

If it is so, one may assume that the surrender of Europe to the Anglo-
Saxon -American- political, economical and cultural domination was sim-
ply inevitable. The American puritans have been building their Chiliastic
human Kingdom with the throne for themselves with messianic zeal,
proving their chosenness by earthly success. The religious motivation of
the first immigrants to the New World searching for tabula rasa is obvi-
ous. Europe, although surrendering to liberalism, could not lead in that
process. The European philosophy of state and law and ethics had under
the ashes revolutions with catholic foundation; they were only amended
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to suit the needs of the usuer. They could not become the locomotive of
the liberal economics and of an inevitable idolization of man without con-
stant conflict with its own canons of the inherent sinfulness of man, of the
altruistic ideal. The cult of man and even of his body in the American way
of life became almost pagan at the end of the 20th century.

As far as the proselytes, joining the American Puritans in their
endeavour, are concerned, they had one common feature: the rejection or
oblivion of Christ. That is why Pax Americana, absorbing antiChristian
forces and replacing La Saint Empire, was in eschatological terms -
inevitable.

It is namely that can explain the fact that the American political con-
science is ideologized at its highest level since B. Franklin and T.
Jefferson. The degree of ideologization in various periods differed,
depending on the assessment of the partner's ability to sustain the pres-
sure. It was very strong at the beginning of the Cold War, gradually
relaxed with the loss of nuclear monopoly, even entered a stage of prag-
matism by the 70's, but has risen sharply at the present.

While the USA presents America as an IDEA rather than a country or
nation, the European national states are much less ideologicized not show-
ing universalistic claims or quests. The role of the bearers of the
Eurocentrist and mondialistic ideas (similar to Marxism, being just anoth-
er version of the Human kingdom) of an obligatory movement of all
nations to the "common standard of universal human civilization” is ful-
filled by supranational structures. Not all have noted that Russia, joining
the Council of Europe in the West, has attempted to furnish as test of "civ-
itization" to some "IV Democratic International,” and given the role of
arbitrator in the selection of a spiritual and historical path. With this, the
ceremonious capitulation of a mellennium of Russian civilization to west-
ern, liberal values was thoroughly masked as a farewell to "totalitarian-
ism." In general, the entire history of the West's relations with Russia as
the Soviet Union in the twentieth century was a masquerade that imitated
a fight with Bolshevism.

Conversely, the main goal of the West's policy in the twentieth cen-
tury was to immortalize all that was done to Russia in 1917, that is, a cru-
cifixion of its spiritual and historical hypostasis and dismemberment into
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arbitrarily cut out territories. The Soviet Union was sentenced namely for
the fact that, after May 1945, it ceased to be an Anti-Russia that had
served the Western goals in the twenties.

The West's intelligentsia, atheist and materialist, was, in spirit, an
admirer of the philosophical foundations of Marxism. It viewed the ortho-
dox Bolsheviks in the 20's with sympathy and closed its eyes to the red
terror unleashed against the Russian Orthodox Church and original
Russian estates. But it was disappointed with the Soviet Union in the 50's
and immediately began to condemn repression, but only those repressions
that Hiliotinized the Bolshevist Robepierres when the revolution like
Saturn began to swallow up its own creatures and offspring. Why is this
so? Because the liberals were disappointed in the USSR, but not with the
idea of overthrowing the God-given world and social hierarchy, i.e. not
with the idea of revolution.

The disappointed "blazing" European intellectuals were again calling
for a revolution that would be more uncompromising than the one of the
Great October, since the latter had gone decadent proclaming "bourgois"
ideals -Nikita Chrustchev's slogan "to catch up with America." Now from
the "decadent" world to the jungles were going Regi Debre, E. Che
Guevara, Pol Pot, the latter a graduate of Sorbonne. The remainder of
them demonstrate a splash of nihilism -a spiritual phenomenon of a clear
left nature in the New Testament sense -that characterizes all of the West
in social life and culture. The student riots of the sixties were irrationally
anti-etatist in nature; music, literature, and the "absurd" theater -had obvi-
ous roots in the pre-revolutionary Avantguarde and revolutionary
Meierhold Theatre with its open and declared goal of "an aesthetic shoot-
ing on the Past”. The Hippies -being a clear passive revolution- a negation
of all God given values if of the God given world at all, of the sharp dis-
tinction between good and evil -this explains the later popularity of
Buddhism and Hinduism in the West, and neo-paganism. Finally, "new
left" and "new right" were forms of the very same yearnings for planetary
Utopia and revolution named by the new-rights the Conservative
Revolution.

Therefore, Russia itself must determine its constructive role in
Europe and in the world. It is Russia that must offer the world the idea of
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unity as a harmony in deversity, and not subjecting all to single political
standards that have grown on the basis of only one of the world's civi-
lizations. The constructive cooperation of Russia and Europe, including
participation in European structures, and in the European Council, may
actually give both Europe and Russia the powerful impulse needed before
the twenty-first century.

Let us recall that all successful forms of government that exist today,
which are now proposing mondialistic projects for external use, were
themselves not at all created on the basis of "universal human values", nor
by "citizens of the world", professing, "ube bene ibi patria". Rather, they
were founded by national heroes on national ideals, which gave rise to
such self-perceptions as beautiful France, "La belle France," "Good old
England,” "Holy Russia." Let us recall what made Russia a major factor
in World history. The peoples of Russia did not join an abstract "universal
human state”, but sought Russian aeges as of a Russian Orthodox
Kingdom, confident that they would find their places within that kingdom.
Having refuted the Union of Brest, Moscow reunited with the cradle of
Russian orthodoxy, the Ukraine, whose people's explicit voice, vote and
will was "to be ruled by the Czar of Moscow, the Orthodox Czar..." and
the Ukrainians remained Ukrainians, but in the backyards of liberal
Europe, Western Russian lands were dissipated, losing all traces of their
historical past.

But Europe may have a real chance for unity not after Russia's self-
humiliating soliciting for a fair rated baccalaureate of West-European civ-
ilization, but only when Europe accepts a fruitful and equal interaction of
all European ethnic, confessional and cultural constituants -Roman,
Germanic and Slavic- "Latin" and orthodox. It would be much more far-
sighted and wise, also self-protective if today's omnipresent Westeuro-
pean liberalism recognized the crucial importance for the Christian world
as demographic and spiritual challenges of the century to come.

Russian foreign policy is now more than at any time crucial for the
world. It should not follow the false and irresponsible mondialistic utopi-
an concepts. It is imperative to us all to understand that the unity of our
common world will be found not in the arrogant imposition of a common
political pattern but in the nurturing of the HARMONY OF DIVERSITY.
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If we choose that approach to interpret the unity of the world, there will be
no more need for the ever long "fight of the European and Asian spirit".

The Russian state should base relations with the outside world on a
precise conception of its geopolitical mission -keeping the balance
between East and West as civilisational entities, not political blocs. Russia
is a Eurasian state combining nearly all religious and ethnic systems in a
historically underprecedented constructive interaction. It is itself some-
thing of a world. It will hardly become Western but may be easily trans-
formed from an industrial North into a backward South. We should not
forget that, to quote Pyotr Stolypin, our outstanding statesman "our eagle,
a legacy of Byzantium, is doubleheaded. To be sure, one-headed eagles
are strong and mighty, too, but you cannot turn the Russian eagle into a
one-headed one by cutting off its head facing East. You can only bleed it
white".

The restoration of the historical identity of Russia and the continua-
tion of its successive history in the forms corresponding to the modern
epoch may give both Russia and the world the balance of states that is so
necessary for the harmonious interactions of cultures and civilizations.

We must realize that Russia belongs to neither the East nor the West.
The world needs and will need it as precisely Russia, and it should stay so.
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